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7/. <20ol  og>.  £>au</.i 


CERTIFICATE  OF  NATURALZSTION 

State  of  New  York 

County  of  Rensselaer  ) 
Troy  Justices8  Court  )  ss# 

Be  it  remembered,  that  Thomas  H«  Corbett,  a  native  of  London  in  the  kLngdon  of 
Great  Britain  apeared  in  the  Justices1  Court  of  the  City  of  Troy,  the  said 
Couirb  being  a  Court  of  Record,  having  a  Common  Law  Jurisdiction,  and  a  Clerk 
and  Seal,  on  the  9  day  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  five,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  Aot 
to  establish  a  Uniform  rule  of  NaturaHaatiion,  and  to  Repeal  the  Acts 
heretofore  passed  on  that  Subject",  and  having  then  produced  to  the  Court 
such  evidence,  made  such  declaration  and  enunciation,  and  taken  such  oaths 
as  are  by  said  act  required,  Was  in  due  form  of  Law, 
Admitted  a  Citizen  of  the  United  States 

In  testimony  Whereof,  the  Seal  of  the  said  Justices1  Court  of  the 
City  of  Troy  is  hereunto  affixed  this  19th  day  of  June  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  five,  and  in  the 
79th  year  of  -thelndependance  of  the  United  States. 

Per  curiam* 
s/P.  L»  Jones,  Clerk 
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'fa     ltyu4s^ ,  by  dJs-M*  ^uAaL^   t?6<M^e/&u^<?6    w    <&&cs<^ 
#/  .gsbMSwr.  Jesa/yL  /fr^ttu^^   w^r  /^-t^%6^  ^W^t^^ 


t/  AsC 


/^A^j 


/fas^Ks 


#£  t^sT^s&Ccls^^O,  trXt*' 
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/Cu&t-^!.    /fr£6  /^utf^  V^^^^X^  d>0. 


j/fj^j-- 


Boston,   Mass. 

Aug*.    29th,    1858 

I  do   hereby  certify   that    I  baptized   Boston   Corbett 

in  the    city  of   Boston   the   aforesaid  month  and    year. 

Rich.  D.  Pone 

(an  Qrdained  Minister  oC   the 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  June  13th,    Methodist  Episcopal  Church) 
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fy        I  S(  ™^*r )  3N".  Y.  S.  IMC. 


SUZ—  - 


£kdk-*  CoC2512  N.Y.  State  Militia  (3  Mos,1861). 
Appears  on    Co.  Muster-out  Roll,        dated 

£3^^^zr..-.,^j|Mri86/  . 

Muster-out  to  date  &cf.$.d~,  186/    . 


Last  paid  to 


VOjlAl  186/ 


When  enrolled^2&rf>../^f  186/  ,  forJ?A?«2<..* 

Where  enrollcd.„c2^5s^?^?^ * 

Mustered  in  ..C/^.y.<C?r^L..SL^. ,  1867    * 

Where 


^&*:!  .j£.  /<€&UjI 


Clothing  account: 

Last  settled ,  186     ;  drawn  since  $ ioo 

Due  soldier  $ ioo;  due  U.  S.  $ ioo 

Am'tfor  cloth'g  in  kind  or  money  adv'd  % .Ioo 

Due  U.  S.  for  arms,  equipments,  &c,,  % ioo 

Bounty  paid  $ ioo ;    due  $ ioo 

Remarks  i.Qu^.J//&/..-^&e<AXb^S--£ej/&p. 

•M&ter-inroll 

Book  mark : . 


""  31  vter-in  roll  doea  not  ebow  date  of  master-in 


(361c0 


Copyist. 


It*.t 


TZ^,    |lg(»JBE-^'iy.Y 


/2? 


[/&£...,  Go..d?-,  12  N.Y.  State  Militia  (3  Moa,1861). 


...years.       r. 
nj  on  /V 

Company  Muster-in  Boll 


of  the  organization    named   above.     Roll   dated 


Muster-in  to  date  Ofo£z/&/(4fy-\9A     . 

Joined  for  duty  and  enrolled : 

When C2^^.U:.^^.. ,  186/  . 

Where C$$&{^£&L../. 


Remarks  u. 


Book  mark; 


(856) 


.... .<^6&2k?Lc,1 


Cepyist. 


!  /& 


Osw.       IV.  Y- 


■Z-Ltf^ ..{L^fr:.tf^i. , 

-..-,  CocZ...,  ZoZ-Seg't  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 


Appears  on 

Company  Descriptive  Book 
of  the  organization  named  above. 
DESCRIPTION. 
Age..-C//-- yeai-6  \  height.. Oi.feet--f^trT.„incbes. 

Complexion  ..JC^r^i-k^T^T.. _ 

Eyes..: :l^.oy^?^\\^ve.r::u?.ritrf^?tZ. 

Where  bi<^<^^^i^<C?^.'...|..^?^.<^^^<:V. 

0ccupation<^r?2^&£i?-. 0. 

ENLISTMENT.    I  .";.' 

micn.....£js,t^,..../#. .;§&$  186  of. 

Where  .../f2t£^.r..^nc^.. 

By  \vhom<^^^-^.^zrT><^-^^-;  term. /3?.y'rs. 
Renjarks: . . . .  C¥.&d^i~?_  .  ^gZ&kfZikfkc.  .<?.  .£ 

.!?^.-a^^<8^„^^.„^^.<?i^^ ... 

../.£&££r..:t <£^S.^S-^:£ J???b^:. 

...j^*fe^!..Jfe>st35«:.jS?r.^S...^.*/.'.*....!.-. 

C^<Z^e>tt^^er^...^^^^.*z&?A£'T-. 


(383y)  Copy**. 


4l 


1  6  Cav.      IS.  IT. 


1.^0^^...S^tr^r^(^... 


j(MLt  Co.  .*£ 

Age... fc-J. yeans. 


16.  Reg't  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 


7 


Appears  on 

Company  Muster-in  Holi 
of  the  organization   named  above.     Roll  dated 
&%/  186  V. 


%U 


Muster-in  to  date  ^Aoh/LifZ..,  186  9 . 


Joined  for  duty  and  enrolled : 


When 


Period x.  ...years.  • 


,  186  2. 


Remarks  :.. 


Book  mark:. 


^&iA. 


(35G) 


Copyitt. 


10 


c 


2539764 


y 


^^z^M^~>  -2-  TwrcrtL^ 


&&,  J?/Z*.  ~<z&  0~&u, 


Company  Muster  Soil 

for .--/--/- v   ^^-^i- 

Present  or  absent^ 

a  ioo  for. 

Stoppage,  $ , 


•-;>. 


Book  mark 


Covyi&. 


(358) 


LLzS3fL%  Co.  L,  16  Re^t  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 

Appears  oa 

Company  Muster  Eoll 
for lt±ri/^r:.,oUj^r^___}  isg  f , 

Present  or  absent L^^£^3H. 

Stoppage,  §_ ioo  for 

Due  Gov't,  $ ioo  for 

Book  mark : - - - 

/lA/c^J~o<^~ 

(S5S)  CojpyUU 


^  ! 


16   Cav.       3N". 


....(??....,  Co.  Lf  16  Reg't  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 

Appears  on 

Company  Muster  Boll 

for ._^^rr.^..^^r^"...,  186/. 

Presenter  absent. £?£fe±?~LZ 


Stoppage,  § loo  for._--L 


Due  Gov't,  % io5  for,^:: 


X 


Jk*4S~JL^ 


Book  mark : . 


(358) 


CopyiA 


A 


16   Oav, 


.(S/>^J5>^..^0±^3Z.. 


a 


/jCxJI.,  Co.  L,  16  Re^t  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 


Appears  on 


for. 


o 


Present  or  absenL~:^£^c* 


m 


y  Muster  Boll 


186 


4 


Stoppage,  $_ loo  for. 


\* 


Due  Gov't,  $ ioo  for  .. 


Remarks  i 


Book  mark: 


c 


LLLd-L 


X 


(358) 


Copyui, 


A 


16   Osav. 


$a4  Mrc<  SD/H^JUt^- 


LituA.. 


Co.  L,  16  Reg't  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 


Appears  on 


for. 


Company  Muster  Boll 

3.qZ^9..<2^.a?.§i,  186  ^ 


Present  or  absent Ucr^/.*L£ 


OJ.Ls. 


Stoppage,  S_ ..loo  for_. 


Due  Gov't,  § loo  for  il 


V^^..3^.tJ.g&*jL 

.2$?a^^^^^^vS„„f^.^^ 


Book  mark : . 


(358) 


:.~(K&JLJJULh^ 


Copyist, 


2_ 


1  O   Cav. 


I     TV 


£.££&^AesAjrt:.. 


..,  Co.  L,  16  Reg't  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 

Appears  on 

/-j  Company  Muster  Boll 

.V. £Z^?-^&.'.. ,186^- 


Present  or  absent ^i^i.h^iA^h   .. 

Stoppage,  $ ioo  for. 


Due  Gov't, 

? 

i ;, 

Si 
_    /?_ 

Remarks:... 

(jU-tAdKJX   juI 

T^CLU£&\_ 

../^...yJLi 

iAJSLsUA* 

{--.JblAiJl.-. 

&5$Ad£- 







<£? 


(353) 


7X,t\ 


O'jiyift. 


A. 


^t&zK  W&tJbLkJL-Z„... 


Uku£.. 


Co.  L,  16  Reg't  N.  Y.  Cavaiiy. 


Appears 


on 


for. 


cA 


Company  Muster  Boll 


Present  or  absent. 


'MJU. ,  186^ 


/ 


{2JLl&4lA^ 


Stoppage,  % aoo  for. 


Due  Gov't,  %. ioo  for 


Remarks  :...t/K±jUUi^AA^/^...JL^^^J\„ 

...Afj**jL...L&/.&*£. 

A TCu^LeuJLj^^. 


Book  mark : 


(358) 


A&SSSJO 


CopyiaL 


Appears  on  / 

Hospital  Muster  Eoll 


of      Division  No.  1 U.  S.  A.  General  Hospital,    .-_■ 
at  Annapolis,  Md.f  U 


ior 


Attached  to  hospital : 

When ^Z.^Jr^.^-.a',  186  *S 

How  employed - - 


Last  paid  by  Maj /fcz^LJ^sL-, 

to £2^L£j....cMr£>. ~~,  186  ^r 

Bounty  paid  $'......„W>;  due  %..- 165 

Present  or  abse^i-.iJ^^^-^L^--^' 
Remarks  '..-.sT&^C&t^/. 


$&£. 


Jr&C~<- 


V^T 


Book  mark 


(853) 


.£^**^£ 


Copyist. 


<3 


//<rz. 


6:^1/ 


I  Tt.t/. 


.(2:/...,  Co.  .  .<*£ .. /A  Reg't Ijtf&r. 


4ksts — 


Appears  on 


Hospital  Muster  Boll 


of      Division  No.  1 U.  S.  A.  General  Hospital, 
at  Annapolis,  Md., 

..J&^tsD^e-- ,186^ 


ior 


Attached  to  hospital : 

When ;.. s^^&.JU&£%\S&    . 

"■i\             ' 
How'  employed : ;%,„". - — 


Last  paid  by  Maj. 
to  


-V.r^ 


■':/ 


Bounty  paid  %. loo;  due  % „..X6o 

Present  or  absent  j&i£?-&«??^r: 


c 


.£.. 


..,  186     . 


Remarks  \.%^^^^.^^^./^^<^.^Z^-^/P..^i. 


Book  mark: 


(848) 


Cbpyirt. 


d 


1G    Cav. 


/.?k^9:£<Q^...Lz£l?J:^uf£~7--. 


Appears  on 


L,  16  Reg't  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 


Company  Muster  3loII 


•for. 


y&&Jj„£7jL 


Present  or  absent. kl 


d£^L 


}M£j. ,  1867-/. 


Stoppage,  % ic    for. 


Due  Gov't,  $„„ 106  for 


^i^^^^^j^^.A-^f^.^ 


Remarks : 


Km 


Book  mark: 


(358) 


/7/ 

OepyiiL 


0 


1  O   Oav-       1ST.  Y. 


/Ut/H-^tny,  Cir^hsz£~_ 


1.J&&I 


Co.  L,  16  Reg't  N.  Y.  Cavaliy. 


Appears 


on 


Company  Muster  Boll 


for ..rfD^: 

Present  or  absent-—' 
Stoppage,  % 

^y..t..ALlk^. ,  186  0. 

...XOO  for    '-^■;~~-- 

/.'.-            ".a 

Due  Gov't,  % 

...ioo  for  ...lv.......-xizl 

Remarks  \. 1 . 

•'.. ' 

'..■-•;     ■     if' 

». 

fl/A/SU'^^-^ 

(358) 

CojpyisL 

I 


lO   Car, 


'^rP^'^r7-'<-, 


Co.  L,  16  Re^t  N.  Y.  Cavaliy. 


Appears  oa 


Company  Muster  Roll 


for. 


U 


^£.4. 


Present  or  absent. 


//2<2^> 


186  5, 


Stoppage, 

$-.. 



.loo  for. 

/P" 

'"■\ 

.;.' 

Due  Grov: 

't,  %.. 

.160  for . 

os;Ji^ 

Remarks ; 

u 

y-tTi. 

tw--i£>    /7/  4( 

r  ■ 

* 

(358) 

Copyiti. 

I  /£?  Cay.    |  W.  Y. 

L. ,  Co.M.,  22  Reg't  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 


Appears  on  a 

Detacnment  Muster-out  Roll 

of  the  organization   named  above.     Roll   dated 

'/fa^kl^/*^^<Sk@.'. i£&J.t/%  186^' 

Muster-out  to  date    '■  .,,..        ^fZ.'J//.,  186^7 
Last  paid  to  \  ^Lggf.3/  i&q#. 

Clothing  account:         v^hj?^  - 
Lastsettled^Tc^.,  186^;  drawn  since  $A?/.roS  • 

Due  soldier  $ Io5;  due  U.  S.  % 1.335 

Am't  for  cloth'g  in  kind  or  money  adv'd  $ ioo 


Due  U.  S.  for  arms,  equipmonts,  &c.,  $. ._. .100 

Bounty  paid  $..^r.^„.  ioo;  due  %.../L*s.~ ISS  " 
Remarks:..-^^^.r^^/.ZA-...^£?;..-. 

..QiiZ  ._—_    j  -^^>i— ,^-^**^'-•- 

^^^_r*ci^.^^f^4^^^^cy..^Ar^t^. 


4" 


CtXyTt^.^C^..^^.^^^A^..^ki^ 


Book  mark:'. 


(349) 


<? 


16   Cav, 


A 


11,-, 


Appears 


for. 


Co.  L,  16  Regt  N.  Y.  Cavalry. 


on 


Company  Muster  Roll 


%u 


T4i^J£P3-.2k*z. ,  186  6. 


Present  or  absent.. 


***^_. 


Stoppage,  % xoo  for. 


\  $1 

Due  Gov't,  $ ioo  for 11^^_^_.„. 


Remarks  x.Lt^ryi±s^.J^.j£Jj/... 


"W^^Z"' 


Book  mark : 


(358) 


/fa 


CopyUt. 


i£ 


.16  C;iv. 


IS, 


C-"^ff^A 


^ 


in*/    (&.  <**-*  crz^fsi 


K.,  Co.  .  J5/J G  Reg't  New  York  Cav. 


^U- 


7, 


Appears  on  ,  Keturns     as  follows; 


VlASnJLr-/.-£lQ. 


21 <-.  <* v. .  Jift<v-jAJ^lx.*ct. 


-?..-^tt&~^LLLASK>JL; 


.&f£' 


.-^ZLdA^Z. 


-  ^^rtv.VCS/1^.  ^-^-vA^ 


-.  OA^AvrVi'... 


:M^L*t4.£&.^_...i2Jbi*^6. 


■^13AA<4>c&Xte 


.CL&JtV--£?-fLj£^Jf}^-. 


7\ 


UjC: 


ty/.6.j/?.. 


J.&G.£.~...-&A*^£^kiJsA.. 


■  ml ■***H%*H*GZ&, 


PiS—-j 


iJj-. 


Book  mark : . 


(643) 


y  y 


/<£  Cay.    ]  IS. 


.*£h^LTCo.£..,  ../A  Rcg't N.  Y.  Cavalry. 
Appears  on  a 

Detachment  Muster-out  Boil 
of  the   organization   named   above.     Roll   dated 

Muster-out  to  date 
Last  paid  to 


°^±:.?...?J...^  18G</ 


Clothing  account: 

Last  settled. .,  186     j  drawn  since  § Lido 

Due  soldier  $.... 


f, 


..-..loo.  due  U.  S.  $ loo 

Am't  for  cloth'g  in  kind  or  money  adv'd  $..v./...iod 


Due  U.  S.  for  arms,  equipmonts,  &c.,ipL Xo5 

Bounty  paid  $ Tod;  due  $ ...IWS 

Remarks :  ^^^^^±^^..^{{±(/.^//  \ 


Book  mark 


(349) 


Copyitt. 


<• 


o 


3956107  § 


4K. 


^-^ot 


/(t-t— -ct— c— -»^^  /^ 


,/ 


MEMORANDUM  FROM  PRISONER  OF  WAR  RECORDS. 

(This  blank  to  be  used  oalj-  in  th>?  arrangement  of  said  record*.) 


No..... 


.J:.2l. 


NAME. 


fet-7-T^W-t$      /3u -f'£<* 


& 


'&w/*£f7Z5rtf'A 


RANK. 


G24MJ* 


ORGANIZATION. 


No.  of 
Reg't. 


State. 


g  2^  MM- 


A  rm  of 
Service. 


Co. 


6    \jj 


INFORMATION  OBTAINED  FR0M- 


Rocordsof- 


-triL j£a 


Mid*-.  \----:jx'a&-^  . 


Vo!. 


Page. 


Xo 


/j£2\ 


Vol. 


Page 


.-Jt--3-\f.?~. 


C&-.Jfcc^_._    .....Mu#2AJ...£r4i£.  ,^186/^  confined  at  Richmond,  Va.} 1 — -.,  186  "  . 


Captured  st-4££<& 

Admitted  to  Hospital  &6^{/&&.e3M>p£&.^^ 

v^rirhz-d^*j!ZcfJ?z<JJ-&  .,  186^  of \....:.::...,.....'....'.:.....L        .... 1 . ... -~- 

Paroled  *tjdf.GC&-<Z&M*£i£..§.ctJ- *sfcrt/^r.?. '..&.. „_,  186^f  reported  at  Caffl£jJ3art&,  Ilfeh,  CXWSJr.,.^\..............  18tHy 

trrr^ x^£j^.c$^....0^--&- ™,-.„..:„ '... — -- 

W^-l-  coPicdby... ■ _ _ — 


(Record  coutlnued,) 


^ 


Furloughed  ..£0.&&f„..  /.^... ..,  186^;  for  ...jS-.C?.  days;  returned  &J&JL$£Jfetey/Rmtr:y 


deserted ,  186     j<^?^^<!^2^Ij!!^J3i«*^---  -^^£?_-2S^22>^rfCsS 

<X^&Y-  J&/Z--  &£jL..i... 


&C^..&.££*Z^.[£[-Ad\ 


■j^^Ziih 


Copied  by  .6€&£&rr.. 


- 


7-   ■• 


•  -  ^3 

1 

- 


i 
I 

? '  • 

.3 
i 
'- 

r. 

i 


v  z . .  .       » 

1 

\ 

i 


i  ;■■;-  :.  8 

J 

I 


-  .'r-"'J- 


•     DECLARATION 'OF  RECRUIT-  rktr- 

■**      /IffS*^ ~^  C      '         ^-^  <-/i  :•   ^    ."•-■.       desiring 

to  VOLUNTEER  as*  Soldier  in  tiio  Srmj  o£  tit  SSnftcfc  jgtatt*,  for  tho  term  of  THREE  VEARs/'So  Sttlart 

That  I  am  ft^c&y'    ^^< '  years  and  months  of  ago ;  tha* 

I  havo  never  beon  discharged  from  the  United  States  service 'on  account  of  disability,  or  by  sentence  of  a  court-taartial, 
or  by  order,  before  tho  expiration  of  a  terra  of  -enlistment ;  and  I  know  of  no  impedlmont  to  my  serving  honestly  and 
faithfully  os  a  Soldier  for  three  years.  ,''•"'        -,.'  _  A^  •  .  , 


Witness : 


■^,- -'-^^v^.r--'^ 


*      i 

.  I 

f     :■      ■ 


ft 

ft    . 

ft 

•»! 

<*! 

ft 


gT^ 


r.  ;  r 

H  -   •  •  ! 
•'.■ 


L 


,i    ,yi|.i-j 


•  -,  i  . 
''  I  ! 

• .  ,'  O  > 
a, 
.    ^ 

c 


;.\.  .<i.«*  if- 


41 


do 


ifctfi  '.; 


....■><—'  jj  "   iL^i-life.v 


-  -i  •  ,.• '  ■••■!  A  .■'■<., 


v.^V:^;h,.'. 


,v.Vf/  \-frs  r! 


CONSENT  IN  CASE  OF  MINOR. 


..  ■  :  ,  t!j'.Vi::''l 


of 


Do  Certifv.  that  I  am  the 


is  w  years 


' 


that  the  said 

of  age;  and  I  do  licre'oy  freely  givo  roy  .consent  to  his  , volunteering  as  a'$OLBiEB  in  the  AwiT  of  the  Uxiteu'1  States' 

>  ••       ■    ■  ■  ■■'■■•■'■  •'!.! ;,;';'  <»■■»■  v '■■' ■  •  '•'•<■■  in  ;.  ■  «  t>-  ■•■■•  irr  ,rr.\(  i  ..i;  ;o^*" '■>•*•■'  v*  ei  3'i 

for  tlio  poriod  of  thhee  tzars.  .•  /vv."  v.v:':'./'-'  adi  rft:r'rsj>  <!-:!<'.«  .  >*>i«»:!:r<':iM  ";if  f» wT."-v("'if/tv:ii^ 

•V  .Givex  at      '.•'■■■'•        .'.:.T    '.  '"""""-^     '   •  '"';'-• 


Jv" 


"Witness : 
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XCUK-0& 


If  IP  *  K 

day  of   ^L*~^t~*~£~  lSG^ 


bom  in 
aged      ^vf 


Do  HEREBY  ACKNOWLEDGE  to  have 


years, 


in  the  Stato  of       ^t->_ 
and  by  occupation  a 
.  vol  nuteered- this 

to  serve  as  :&  S&S^MPSMK  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for 
the  period  of  THREE  TEARS,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  proper  authority :  Do  also  agree 
to  accept  such  bounty,  pay,  rations,  and  clothing,  as  are,  or  may  be,  established  by  law  for 
rvolunteers.     And  I,    i^^^t^^Z^,   ngP/ryitLg^oZ*  do  solemnly 

swear,' that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  JMnierica9 
and  that  I  will  serve  them  honestly  and  faithfully  against  all  their  enemies  or  opposers  whom- 
soever';  and  that  I  will  observe  and  obey  the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  orders  of  the  officers  appointed  over  me,  according  to  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  at   /Just^—    ^^T^c^i"^ 
aiii-  /pt&Kfr       ^  day  of    cs&t^tyt*^^    > 

BaroRB 


I  CERTIFY,  OK  HONOR,  That  %  hare  carefully  exiimiued  tho  abovo  named  Volunteer,  agreeably  to  the  General 
Regulations  of  tho  Army,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  he  is  free  from  all^bodily  defects  and  mental  infirmity  which  would, 
in  any  way,  disqualify  him  from  performing  tho  duties  of  a  soldier. 


C^i 


i  v< 


I  CERTIFY,  ON  HONOR,  That  I  hove  minutely  inspected  the  Volunteer,  (/qP&^&sC*- 
previously  to  his  enlistment,  and  that  he  was  entirely  sober  when  enlisted ;  that  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and  belief/. 
he  is  of  lawful  age;  and  that,  in  accepting  him  as  duly  qualiSed  to  perform  the  duties  of'fin  able-bodied  soldier,  I'have 
strictly  observed  the  Regulations  which  govern  the  recruiting  service. 
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Headquarters,    16th  N.Y.Cav'y. 
Vienna,    Va.,    Jan  31,1065 


SPECIAL,   ORDERS 
NO.    32 

1*    Extract 
At    the    request   of  the    Company  Commander   Private    Boston 
Corbett,    Co.   L,    is  hereby  promoted   to    the    rank  of  Sergeant, 
with  rank  to  date   from  Nov.    1st,    1861^.      He   will  be   obeyed 
and   resnected   accordingly. 

By  Order: 

Col  A.  B,  Sweitzer 

G-aylo  rd 



Cant. 


On  the   back  of  this   document,    in   Corbett* s  hand: 

Please  -out   this   in  my  trunk,    Brother  Lindberg,    as   I 
want    to    save    it.    B.C. 
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Washington  City,  D.  C* 
May  16th,  1865 
Sir: 

You  will  appear  as  a  witness  before  a  Military  Commission,  convened 
by  Special  Orders  No*  2I4I4  and  No.  21*6,  date  War  Department,  Adjutant 
General's  Office,  May  6  and  May  9,  1865  ,  in  the  case  of  -the  United  States 
versus  David  E.  Hero  Id,  et  al«,  on  the  16  th  day  of  May,  1865,  at  the  Court 
Room,  Penitentiary,  near  Arsenal,  Washington,  D„  C*,  and  not  depart  without 
leave* 

By  order  t  s/w.  S*  Burnett, 

Bvte  Col*  and  Judge-Advocate 

To  Sergeant  Boston  Corbett,  16th  N«  X«>  Cav* 

Washington,  D.  c. 
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Colonel,  nnd  Judge  Advocate. 
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Rooms  470  Fourteenth  Street, 

Opposite  Willards'  Hotel. 


o 


Washington  City,  D#  C« 

July  29,  1865 

Sir* 

You  id  11  appear  as  a  witness  before  a  Mil*  Comsn#,  convened  by  Special 

Orders  No  3U6,  of  the  War  Department,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States 

against  Henry  Wirbz,  on  the  l!>th  day  of  August,  1865. 

By  order  t 

s/   N.  P.  Chipman 

Colonel,  and  Judge  Advocate 

To  Boston  Corbett 

Sergt.  16th  N.  Y.  Caw. 

at  Lincoln  Hospl 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Tooms  hlO  Fourteenth  street 
Opposite  Willards«  Hotel 
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JOHNSON,  BROWN  &  CO.,  11*88 

Solicitor  of  Army  and  Navy  Claims 
Office,  h  Intelligencer  Building, 
Corner  of  7  th  and  D  Streets* 

B.  B,  Johnson 

J.  B.  Brown  Washington,  D,  c.,  3d  Oct.  1866 

Boston  Corbett,  s 
91  Attorney  st#,  N.  Y© 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  vary  glad  to  learn  of  the  pleasant  and 
profitable  manner  you  have  been  enabled  to  spend  jcour  time  of  late. 
Time  thus  occupied  is  valuable  to  your  own  soul*  Should  be  glad  to 
write  a  long  letter  but  Mr*  Brown  being  absent  I  must  refrain. 

Have  received  replies  from  peun#  and  Ills. 
The  authorities  of  the  later  state  never  off  erred  a  reward.  Perm.  ■gg»«|g»rf«M—«  if 
off erred  one  if  Booth  was  captured  on  her  soil.  We  have  nothigg  definite  from 
the  other  sources  yet  but  will  push  on  investigations  and  write  soon* 
Have  not  seen  Doherty. 

Tours  truly, 

B.  B.  Johnson, 
for  J«  B»  &  Co* 


I 


4<*< 


Washington,  D,C. 
2l|.th  July  1868 

Boston  Corbett 
192  Rivington  st,, 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Dear  Sir,  We  enclose  you  herewith  bounty  check  for  $100, 

No.  £lj.86  drawn  by  Maj.  A.  D.  Robinson,   Please  acknowledge. 

Our  usual  fee  is  ten  dollard. 

Yours  truly, 

Johnson, Brown  &  Co, 


Washington,  D.C. 
lj.th  Aug.  1868 

Sergt.  Boston  Corbett 
192  Rivington  st. 
N.  York 

Dear  Sir,  Yours  is  at  hand  with  ten  dollars.   We  retained  the 
discharge  thinking  we  might  have  occasion  to  use  it  in  connection 
with  the  City  reward. 

Yours  truly, 

Johnson   Brown  &  Co. 


The  bearer  hereof,  Boston  Corbett,  an  acceotable  member 
of  the  Northwest  Bethel  Church  being  desirous  of  removing  from 
the  station,  is  entitled  to  receive  from  the  undersigned  this 
certificate  of  his  good  standing. 

Ezra  Witney 
Superintendent 
New  London  Station,  Conn, 
Anril  19,  1869 


Clergyman's   Pocket  Diary  and   Visiting  Book 
1870-71-72 

Boston  Corbett, 

Siloam   (Methodist)   Mission   Church 

Camden,    M.    J. 

Residence   and   Mission, 

328  i>ine 


Contains  notes,  lists  of  members  (I87O,  18  members,  31  probationers) 
names  of  books  and  tracts,  misc.  addresses,  etc. 

"March  30th,  '72 
Made  a  silk  hat  for 
Dr.  Marcy.  Size  6  7/8. 
(Paid  7  dollars)" 

"For  a  hundred  nounds  of  hams  or  beef. 
Dissolve  in  hot  water,  8  -pounds  of  salt, 
half  a  nound  of  Saltnetre,  two  quarts  of 
Mollasses.  Pack  the  meat  closely,  add 
water  enough  to  cover,  nut  a  weight  on 
ton j  &  let  hams  lie  six  weeks  before 
smoking.  Beef  for  drying  needs  only  3  or 
1;.  weeks." 


Au-d^JL^   *4^c-C^7  ^^SZt^   "-~ 

^O^  /***f*  *"*■* 

114-59 st., 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Mar.  13th,  1876 
Dear  Corbett, 

I  have  delayed  of  writing  you  for  nearly  two  years 
altho  I  occasionally  hear  of  you.   I  also  occasionally  hear  of 
the  whereabouts  of  J.  Wllka  Booth,  but  don't  see  him--some 
democrats  actually  believe  he  is  living.   We  are  having  lively 

time  s--the  downfall  of  Belknapp's  is  a rebuke  to  hirs 

ostentatious  &  bombastic  career,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  hurt 
anyone  but  Belknanp  and  he  will  likely  go  scot  free  as  they  can 
get  no  witness  to  go  before  the  grand  jury.   I  appealed  our  case 
to  the  Sunreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.  last  fall.  (I  mean  the  reward 
oTfered  by  the  City.)   I  sutmose  it  will  be  reached  next  winter. 

Hone  you  are  well  &  doing  well.   My  boy  is  2  years  old  &  fine 
bright  lad.   Are  you  married  yet?  Let  me  hear  from  you  when  you 
have  leisure, 

&  believe  me  in  , 

Your  friend, 

Edward  Doherty 


(copy)   328  Pine  st. 

Camden,  N.  J. 
Jan.  12th,  I878 

Your  Excellency, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  appealing  to  you  in  my 
own  behalf,  to  see  if  you  will  think  it  beneath  your  notice, 
to  do  something  for  one  who  has  risked  his  life,  and  (in  a 
measure  lost  his  health)  by  four  months  imprisonment  at  Ander- 
sonville  to  serve  that  government  of  which  you  are  now  the 
head.   For  a  testimonial  in  my  behalf,  please  read  the  Words  of 
Solomon,  in  the  ninth  Chanter,  of  Ecclesiastes  and  the  15th 
verse.   They  are  the  words  of  a  Wise  Man!   A  Great  RulerJ  and 
a  close  observer  of  human  events. 

Most  respectfully, 
Boston  Corbett 
P.  S.  Please  rega  rd  the  enclosed  printed  sketch.  B.C. 


HcO    'H^TL-^H^  C-L^X    ^<^o  U*-*~.S      X-^tX^^-LC^     *r>Zx*A 


Letter  from  Thomas  Kirby  (who  knew  Corbett  in  Troy,  NY) 

Feb.  17»  1878,  Gray,  Kansas.   "Corn  Is  eighteen  cents  a  bushel 

and  everything  is  very  low". 


Letter  from  Anson  B.  Mi±iarx  Wheeler,  Westfield,  Hamilton  Co., 
Ind.   Mar,  2l+,  I878.   Requests  a  nicture  and  particulars  of  the 
Booth  capture.   "Excuse  bad  Spelling  for  I  am  but  a  boy." 


-tr    •  focu,  fuJ^>  u^U^tf  a**JU^i  ylj, " 

Parkersburg,    W.   Va.   Sept.    £/79 

Friend    Corbett,    I    saw   a   long   article   taken   from   a   New   Orleans 

naoer   in  regard    to   Doherty  and    yourself  qnd    Booth--Doherty    is    in 

New  Orleans--393   Magazine    st.  —  I  have   often  thought   of  you    and 

the  boys  in  of  the   l6th   Cavalry--Do   you   remember  the   morning   after 

the    caoture   of  Booth  you   called  with   £our    squad   all   begrimed  with 

dust    and  we  went      out    and   cleaned   up   and    took  a    Breakfast--then 

went   to  Gren„    Butler's   room  where   there  were    so   many  Governors   & 

Reore sentatives--and  when  your  mouths  were    sealed    so   you   could 

not   talk  the   matter  over  &  I   gave   the    reporters  of  the   papers   t*rt*e 

the  whole  history--then  Gen.    Baker--wanted   to   arrest  me   &   I  was 

a   civilian  and  not  muzzled--and  many  other  things.      Please,,  write 

me   and    I  will  answer. 

Uncle  Moses  M.   Sweitser 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Washington,  D.  c.  July  1st,  1879 

Sir: 

In  the  desk  of  a  clerk  not  now  employed  in  the  Department  there  has 

been  found  a  large  number  of  letters  laid  aside  and  unanswered. 

An  answer  is  required  to  be  made  to  every  letter  or  postal-card 
coming  to  this  Department  and  I  regret  that  apology  is  now  necessary  to 
you  among  others  for  the  neglect  to  give  immediate  answer  to  your  appli- 
cation for  seeds  to  which  it  is  now  impossible  to  give  favorable  reply, 
our  supply  being  entirely  exhausted. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  G.  LeDuc 
Commissioner 


Letter 

Western  AndeOsonville  Survivors  Association, 
Room  7,  120  East  Randolph  st.,  Chicago,  111 

from  Felix  La  Baume,  exec,  officer 

Says  he  met  Corbett  at  Wirtz  trial  where  he  also  testified. 
Invites  Corbett  to  join  and  attend  reunion  in  Toledo  Oct  1-2, 
18?9.   Offers  free  honorary  life  membership  , 


Q^UuJt  4^^-Mj  0-+*~** T  1^u  ^^^^  . 


..  .. .«.  \ 


fjcnmt  £pd-4nrffl[s  -iialp  of  f  nti-j)o.i 

Adjutant-Gtenerar s  Office, 


y0  ?/»..  „r.     J  <   /$» 


Y/muu 


lfS#l!ii3  3^/  f/  y^,,  />,„,  //,  '<%:<«,u  o/ ,/,,, 


'rrr 


*  r  9  r  <i 


%c 


^c:  .  ■  /&■•*  m, 


V 


..  *- 


'/ 


Yfflmen/  0/    C  ^  *  «.  ^ 


4 


^ 


—    y^/  me  felted  0/ 


^^  .jtMif.   o*u/  toevkte/  info  //k?  'MwYss/ ytakJ  jeivtie  en  l/ie 


**      '  .{AfU  c/      */*, 


s- 


7 


*  *.a 


J  f?~SJx*    >■  Yri~J~     ^7^_    A        ~^f > 


&djufant-$cn  eral. 


•m  - 


.  .     ;-       -  .-—  -.--»—. 


— -^     -..    - — r  -.  »- 


fc£  .-w-crncE  or-^B»<—  6^?f 


"»->«-" 


s.w 


4r. 


IT 


e 

] 


gp**jsfcuw  mid  Smxijtoit. 


^/A(?^/  -J./.jLrz 


^ 


J.'-. 


/??/ 


f 

&<?->-£.££ 


7 


^C 


9-£^i~-J^tS^~ 


* 


/ 


"  /? 


V;-v-  l  Ay^t/ 


•^Vp^^^  ^?  /Z^^e^a^^ ~&*^££^l  J^^>^^^e^  /Z<zzfrt 


a 


* 


^s£<*r 


<~~&<£ 


<  I  -Z^-zt  -£     /G76*-7Z~  derZ^&z  <^-?d^fz  e  — 


^=^7      /£^*r-*T~     ^*~<-   J^t*      >&& 


/^i^ 


*&. 


&  ^J^tt^t^^r 


-7 


£te 


Zs 


'rzt^z^z. 


7'<2/£c^r-7^z^c- 


<&& 


z 


^e 


i/ 


■  *7r-  — -,'.'•■.-  «-y    -y»  ,  ,   . 


: «..       '         r    -r^r-- —  ■:• 


$J~3  $6& 


A-i 

■J  II  h|  ,1      I  ,j  i  J    ij     a    H 

asjwtaet  mimmu 


\v 


^ 


&-.f&fid£^ &^- ^^T\e^._./^.^..^w^-   - 

*/h*ad!$fi^^  nMento&Son  tie /?./£.,..</ap  0/        . 

qtiU-r ,  /&/,  mtjJd£JL£^ ,  ant/        • 

^y^&yt^.j^.£jtt.jmdi^  '. 

<^$*£^  • 

€k&f£JLtjL3L> .- ; I _ .'. 


u^^T" x™7 yp 7.  .  / 


s&L&t^flfL&l^ 


\'A^^za2..lSa^z 


Jk<£/l&g£ 


^60 


/&/&  '&  —;^ i^^^r^V'^a^/ ^^?V    ^^^  ?..W&?pf..-.^ 


■      ■ 


<../Z^. 


&j£^&^££/£,T 


— '^-..~_»  _,^-v.S 


"':■  v 


Lj^***** 


££  J^£-/-$K^^^ 


/ 


e*c&&£ 


hi 

u . 


j  / 


Wx^^t^., ...:.:...."  ^ 


<«I0 


y/ 


?  > 


y  ..  —f. ...... 


k 

i  : 

m 


4udz_ 


■"^ 


^-^^•^i^^:£Zi>u^^ 


s 


7*" 


mn* 


.&L*. 


'duZis**** 


V32Z2&1&J2/* 


V, 


o 


Toneka  State  Hospital 

Register  no.  13>h5 

BOSTON  COPBETT 

Admitted  February  16,  1687 

Native  of  England,   Age:  $k      Class:  Public 

Firfet  admission.   Is  said  to  have  had  several  attacks,  during 

a  long  period  of  time. 

Present  condition:   Great  mental  excitement* 

Homicidal:   No. 

History  written  by  Dr.  Wentworth 

Mar.  16,  1887 

This  person  is  the  famous  Boston  Corbet t  who  shot  John  Wilkes 
Booth.   For  several  years  he  has  been  living  in  a  "dug  out"  in  /S 
Cloud  County  and  has  been  recognized  by  his  neighbors  and  the  0 
officials  of  that  county  as  an  insane  man.   He  has  "terrorized" 
the  neighborhood,  and  threatened  the  lives  of  several  parties 
including  the  county  officers.  On  one  or  two  occasions  an  effort 
has  been  made  to  arrest  him  and  try  him  for  insanity,  but  he  has 
either  held  the  fort,  or  cleaned  out  the  court  room  and  remaiined 
master  of  the  situation. 

Honing  to  do  him  a  favor;  to  bring  him  out  of  his  seclusion; 
and  to  dispel  his  marked  fancies  and  suspicions,  Representative 
Khapp  of  this  district  nominated  him  for  Ass't.  Door  Keeper  of 
the  house  of  representatives.   His  friends  aided  him  to  clothing 
and  money  to  come  to  Topeka  and  he  assumed  the  duties  of  this 
office  to  which  he  was  elected.   Even  on  the  way  down  he  threatened 
the  lives  of  county  officials  who  were  fellow  passengers.   The 
responsibilities  and  the  excitement  of  #is  new  position  proved, 

aw  would  have  been  anticipated  by  an  expert,  too  much  for  him, 
and  he  became  filled  with  an  idea  of  his  own  importance^ and 
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undertook  to  "run"  the  House  of  Representatives.   Threatening  to 
shoot,  indeed  he  forced  an  adjournment  by  his  threats.   Was 
arrested,  taken  before  the  Probate  Court,  and  pronounced  insane. 

Mar.  28 

Corbett  is  a  very  civil  and  comfortable  natient,  so  far  as  his  / 
actions  go,  but  full  of  cranky  notions;  and  makes  frequent  demands 
for  liberty;  and  the  possession  of  his  various  fighting  parapher- 
nalia.  He,  however,  shows  his  delirium  by  that  he  Is  here  by 
BBxxxsfldut  persecution,  conspiracy,  and  fraud.   He  charges  Cloud 
County  officials,  his  friend  Khapp,  the  legislature,  the  Probate 
Court,  and  the  officers  of  the  Asylum  with  a  deep  laid  plot  to 
get  him  in  here  and  secure  his  little  property. 

Special  attendant  was,  some  time  ago,  placed  in  Corbett fs  ward 
to  keep  special  watch  of  him,  especially  at  meal  time,  but,  neglecting 
his  duty,  he  left  the  dining  room  at  dinner  time,  and  Corbett 
seized  the  opportunity  on  some  frivolous  pretext  to  make  an  assault 
on  the  attendant  with  a  knife.   He  was  fortunately  disarmed  without 
doing  any  injury. 
Apr.  2£. 

Is  in  much  the  same  way;  in  general  rather  quiet  and  comfor- 
table; at  the  same  time  malicious,  fault  finding,  and  disposed  to 
instigate  mutiny.  He  calls  down  imprecations  upon  all  the  Asylum 
Officers,  and  charges  all  his  misfortunes  to  them,  Accidents 
at  the  Asylum,  etc.,  are  judgments  on  account  of  the  persecutions 
against  him. 

May  5.  ^ 

Has  gained  considerable  In  bodily'' since  he  was  admitted,  and  Is  much 
less  annoyed  by  the  maladies  that  have  so  long  afflicted  him,  he 
is  not  at  all  improved  mentally,  notwithstanding  his  gain  in  weight 
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and  bodily  health.   He  clings  to  the  delusions,  that  everything 
Is  being  done  by  the  officers  and  attendants  of  this  institution 
that  is  possible  to  undermine  his  health,  and  even  to  take  his 
life  by  no!  son,  which  is  olaced  in  his  food  and  drink.   He  also 
believes  that  we  are  members  of  an  imaginary  ring  or  secret  society, 
whose  r>rime  object  is  to  work  his  destruction.   Believing  as  he  does, 
and  falling  back  on  the  vain  oride  whic>h  besets  him,  he  makes 
numerous  threats   and  seems  to  continuously  long  for  blood. 

Carried  forward  to  page  16^.,  vol*  11 
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INSANE   MAN   ESCAPED. 


Topkka.  Kansas.  May   LMi,  I^HM. 


Deak  Sir. 


BOSTON  COUBKTT.an  insane  man, escaped  from  the 
Insane  Asylum  ;>1  Topeka  Ihi-  morning,  and  i-  -upposed 
to  be  heading  for  Cloud  County.  He  is  al>oiil  ~>~>  yeai  - 
of  age ;  about  5  feet.  4  inches  high  ;  has  plucked  all  his 
beard,  out  down  to  the  lower  pari  of  his  ens;  has  gray 
chin  whiskers  and  moustache:  gray  hair.  <u1  square  ;i1 
bottom,  and  parts  his  hair  in  the  middle  ;  lie  wore  a  dark 
jeans  suit,  and  black  soft  hat;  and  was  riding  a  bay  or 
sorrel  pony  with  a  bov's  saddle. 

lie  is  regarded  as  a  dangerous  man,  but  was  un- 
armed when  he  escaped.  If  he  comes  your  way  arrest 
him  and  return  him  to  the  Asylum  at  once,  or  tele- 
graph Dr.  B.  I).  Eastman,  Superintendent  Insane  Asy- 
lum, Topeka,  for  orders. 

(J.  A.  HURON, 

Guardian  Boston  (  'okhett 
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In  roply  to  your  lot  tor  of  the  9th  instant,  k 
l  havo  to  state  that  the  rooords  of  this  Buroau 
show  that  ponsion  was  granted  to  Boston  Corbett 
late  Sergeant  Company  1,  Sixteenth  New  York  Cav- 
alry, by  Certificate  So. 218545,  issued  Soptombor. 

It  appoars  that  said  Corbott  was  disohargod 
xrom  said  eorvioo  on  August  17,  1865  in  this  olty.  ■ 
Lo  alleged  prior  sorvloo  in  Companies  I  and  K 
Twelfth  How  York  Stato  Militia. 

It  appoars  that  shortly  after  his  discharge 
Corbott  resided  in  Caraden,  H.J.;  was  employed  at 
his  trade  as  a  hatter  in  Philadelphia;  about  1070 
was  made  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Protectant  Churoh 
at  Broadway,  below  Kaighn,  Camden;  that  later  he  ■ 
wont  to  /.ana as  and  whilo  employed  as  assistant 
doorkeeper  of  the  ilansas  House  of  Representatives 
ho  was  adjudged  inoano,  in  Pebraary,  1807,  after 
trial  in  tho  probate  court  in  Top oka,  ilansas  and 
was  committed  to  the  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane 
located  near  that  oity. 

George  A.  Huron,  of  Topoka,  an  attornoy-at-law  • 
was  on  Sep  tomb  or  10.  1887,  appointed  guardian  of 
said  Corbott  by  tho  Probate  Judge  of  Shawnee  County 
Kansas;  prior  to  being  employed  as  above  stated  Cor- 
bott s  homo  was  about  eighteen  miles  from  Conoordia 
Cloud  County,  Kansas."- 

On  Hay  26,  1880,  Corbott  escaped  from  tho  ous- 
tody  of  the  hospital  authorities  on  a  pony  and  wont 
to  Loodosha,  Wilson  County,  ilansas,  whore  he  left 

0  p?ny»  obtained  a  small  sum  of  monoy  and  boardod 
a  train,  destination  unknown.  Ho  has  novor  since 
boon  hoard  from.  About  two  yoars  aftor  Corbott'o 
disappearance,  however,  his  guardian  bogan  o'orre- 
opondonoe  with  a  man  in  Texas,  claiming  to  be  Corbott 
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bolioving  the' man  was  Corbott,  lir.  Huron  filed  an  appli- 
cation in  this  Bureau  for  restoration  of  pension. 
A-thorough  investigation  resulted  and  there  aro  a  minbor 
of  voluminous  reports  of  special  examiners  who  handlod 
tho  caso.  i.Ir.  Huron  and  a  deputy  sheriff  from  Topoka 
wno  were  quite  familiar  with  the  soldier  Corbeft  wont  ' 
to  iosas  for  tho  purpose  of  identifying  the  man  thoro 
and  soouring  tho  restoration  of  his  name  to  tho  oonsion 
roll.  As  soon  as  this  alleged  Corbott  was  soon, "howovor 
it  was  apparent  that  ho  was  not  idontical  with  tho  sol- 
dior  of  record  as  ho  was  probably  soven  inohos  taller 
about  fifty  pounds  heavier  and . an. . altogether  different/ 
built  and  looking  man.  He  was  known  as  John 
who  ho  really  was  is  not  known.  This  matt or 
in  his  boing  proeooutod  by  tho  United  Statos 
Attorney  for  tho  northern  District  of  Texas, 
triod  on  Ootobor  16,  1905,  at  San  Angolo,  Texas,  and 
on  tho  noxt  day  was  sentenced  to  a  torra  of  threo  years 
at  hard  lebor  in. tho  Federal  Penitentiary  at  Atlanta. 
Under  tho  Act  of  August  24,  l'J12,  a  charge  of  15 
oonts  per  pago  is  made  for  furnishing  oouios  of  papers 
on  file  in  this  Buroau.  Tho  record  in  this  caso  is  vo- 
luminous, and  it  would  take  a  clerk  a  day  or  more  to  ' 
read  and  soloot  the  papers  containing  statements  re- 
ferring to  Corbott  from  tho  time  of  his  discharge  -to 
that  of  his 
Kansas,  and  cooios 
' considerable. 

It  is  presumed  that  tho  above  statement  of  facts 
will  answer  your  purpose:  if  not,  and  you  will  so  state 
and  will  state  specifically  your  ourposo  in  requesting 
copies  of  papers  roforrin/,-  to  tho  lifo  of  Corbott  so 
far  as  is  known,  you  will  be  further  adviBod  as  to  whether 
tho  same  warrants  tho  oxponso  of  furnishing  tho  informa- 
tion. Tho  oost  of  furnishing  copies  of  papers  seldom 
if  ovor,  roimbursos  this  3ureau  for  the  amount  of  labor 
involved  • 

In  any  further  correspondence  rolative  to  this  case 
you  should  give  the  certificate  number  of  the  claim  as 
above  sot  forth. 


disappoaranoo  from  the  insane  asylum  in 

of  suoh  papers  would  probably  cost 
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Acting  Commissioner. 
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by  John  Redjinski 

Tucked  away  in  the  Topeka  Daily  Capital's  report  of  the  activities  of  the 
state  legislature  for  January  12,  1887,  is  a  note  that  "General  T.T.  Taylor,  of 
Hutchinson,  nominated  Boston  Corbett,  of  Gloud  County,  for  third  assistant  door- 
keeper of  the  House  of  Representatives."  And  so  began  the  last  known  chapter 
in  the  life  of  this  strange,  tormented  man  who  shot  Lincoln's  assassin  to  be- 
come a  national  hero  and  was  last  known  as  Topeka  State  Hospital's  most  cel- 
ebrated patient. 

Thomas  H.  Corbett  was  born  in  London  England,  in  1832,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  seven  with  his  parents  to  the  textile  trades 
community  of  Troy,  New  York.   He  grew  up  in  poverty  and  learned  the  trade  of 
hat  finisher.   Becoming  a  citizen,  he  later  moved  to  Albany,  Boston,  Rich- 
mond, and  New  York  City.   In  New  York,  he  married,  but  his  wife  died  in  child- 
birth.  Unable  to  pay  the  resulting  debts,  he  became  despondent  and  began  tfo 
drink  heavily.   The  Salvation  Army  helped  him  and  he  began  to  attend  meetings 
regularly.   In  1857  h-e  went  to  Boston,  where  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  At  the  time  of  his  baptism,  he  took  the  new  name  of  Boston,  in 
honor  of  the  place  of  his  conversion. 

Corbett 's  conversion  took  place  in  one  of  the  preaching  missions  in  the 
North  Square  section  of  Boston.   One  night,  after  one  of  the  prayer  meetings 
which  he  regularly  attended,  he  was  accosted  in  the  street  by  two  young  women 
who,  he  said,  "sought  to  inveigle  him  into  a  dalliance."   Shortly  thereafter, 
declaring  that  he  wanted  to  be  holy,  he  castrated  himself.   He  was  treated  for 
his  injuries  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  from  July  l6th  to  August  l8th, 
I858.   In  Boston,  he  did  piece  work  at  the  shop  of  Samuel  Mason,  Fr. ,  a  hat 
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manufacturer.  When  profanity  was  used  by  his  fellow  workers,  he  would  kneel  and 
offer  a  prayer,  holding  up  the  work  and  irritating  the  others.  Nevertheless, 
he  was  a  good  worker.  He  earned  enough  to  pay  off  his  New  York  debts  and  to 
buy  religious  books  and  tracts  which  he  distributed  at  North  Square. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  he  went  to  New  York  to  enlist.   In  New 
York  City  he  regularly  attended  the  Fulton  Street  meeting,  where  his  fanaticism 
and  mannerisms  were  a  source  of  extreme  annoyance.   In  his  prayers  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  adding  "er"  to  all  his  words,  as  "Lord-er,  hear-er  our  prayer".  When 
something  especially  pleased  him  he  would  shout  "Amen",  "Glory  to  God"  in  a 
shrill  voice,  to  the  chagrin  of  those  in  charge. 

He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  I,  12th  New  York  State  Militia  on  Ap- 
ril 19>  l86l,  for  three  months.  He  enlisted  again  in  Company  K,  same  regiment, 
June  2,  1862,  and  was  mustered  out  on  October  8th.   He  reenlisted  as  a  corporal 
June  19,  1863  and  served  till  July  20,  1863,  then  joined  the  cavalry  for  a  three 
year  term  in  Company  L,  l6th  New  York  Cavalry,  and  was  finally  mustered  out  with 
the  regiment  in  Washington,  August  17,  1865.   There  is  no  record  in  any  of  his 
four  tours  of  duty  that  the  self-inflicted  deformity  of  his  Boston  days  was  ever 
a  barrier  to  his  enlistment. 

As  a  soldier,  it  was  said  that  he  followed  his  conscience  rather  than  mil- 
itary orders.   Of  course,  he  was  always  in  trouble.   Despite  the  jeers  and 
taunts  of  the  other  soldiers,  he  prayed  loudly  in  his  tent  each  morning  and  night. 
Often  he  was  confined  to  the  guardhouse.   He  was  frequently  seen  there  carrying 
a  knapsack  full  of  bricks  as  punishment,  with  a  bible  in  his  hand,  calling  out 
against  swearing,  preaching  temperance,  and  exhorting  his  "wild  companions"  to 
"seek  the  Lord". 

One  day,  at  a  dress  parade,  when  the  colonel  cursed  the  regiment  for  some 
action  he  disliked,  Corbett  stepped  out  of  ranks  and  rebuked  him  for  breaking 
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God's  law.  A  story,  probably  untrue,  is  told  that  on  a  later  occasion  he  decided 
that  his  enlistment  expired  at  midnight  of  a  certain  day,  and  he  gave  notice  that 
he  would  go  home  at  this  time.  Assigned  to  picket  duty  that  night,  he  laid  down 
his  rifle  promptly  at  midnight  and  marched  off.  He  was  supposed  to  have  been 
court  martialed  and  sentenced  to  be  shot  for  this  breach  of  discipline;  however, 
the  order  was  not  carried  out  and  he  was  drummed  out  of  the  regiment.   Although 
the  story  is  in  character,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  he  would  have  been 
allowed  to  reenlist  with  such  an  incident  on  his  record.  His  service  record 
lists  only  that  he  was  sentenced  by  court  matrial  to  forfeiture  of  two  months' 
pay  in  July,  l86l,  and  that  he  was  reduced  to  the  ranks  from  corporal  by  regi- 
mental order  in  February,  lQ6k*     The  reasons  are  not  specified  in  either  case. 
As  a  private,  he  reappears  in  printed  accounts  when  a  number  of  troopers 
of  the  l6th  New  York  Cavalry  were  trapped  by  Mosby's  Rangers  near  Culpepper, 
Virginia  on  June  25th,  186^,  and  he  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  taken  to  the  Con- 
federate base  at  Lynchburg  and  from  there  to  the  infamous  camp  at  Andersonville, 
Georgia,  where  he  was  imprisoned  for  five  months.  While  he  was  in  prison',  a 
severe  rain  storm  cut  out  a  channel  beneath  a  stump  and  a  spring  of  fresh  water 
appeared.  Named  "Providence  Spring",  it  was  called  a  direct  answer  to  their 
prayers  for  water  by  the  group  of  religious  enthusiasts  led  by  Corbett.  Of  the 
fourteen  members  of  Corbett' s  company  who  were  imprisoned  at  Andersonville,  he 
was  one: of  only  two  to  come  out  alive.   On  one  occasion  he  escaped,  but  was 
tracked  down  by  bloodhounds  and  returned  to  the  prison  camp.  When  he  was  ex- 
changed at  Savannah,  Georgia,  on  November  19,  186U,  he  was  a  "walking  skeleton" . 
After  being  hospitalized  at  Annapolis  for  a  short  time,  he  had  a  thirty  day 
furlough  before  he  was  returned  to  duty  and  promoted  to  sergeant  late  in  January, 
1865.  At  the  time  of  Lincoln's  assassination,  he  had  not  fully  regained  his 
health. 
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When  twenty-six  year  old  John  Wilkes  Booth  assassinated  President  Lincoln 
on  Good  Friday,  April  ±k,    1865,  Corbett  was  a  sergeant  in  Company  L,  l6th  New 
York  Cavalry,  then  bivouacked  at  Vienna,  Virginia,  fourteen  miles  west  of  Wash- 
ington. He  was  picked  as  a  member  of  the  twenty-five  man  detachment  sent  out 
"under  a  discreet  officer"  to  find  Booth,  in  the  search  directed  by  Col.  Lafay- 
ette  C.  Baker,  chief  of  the  National  Secret  Service.   The  detachment,  commanded 
by  1st  Leiut.  Edward  P.  Doherty,  the  "discreet"  officer  selected,  and  accompanied 
by  Col.  Everton  J.  Conger  and  Lieut.  Luther  B.  Baker,  had  orders  not  to  shoot 
Booth  but  to  capture  him  alive.  After  scouring  the  Virginia  countryside  for 
eleven  days,  they  traced  Booth  and  his  companion,  David  Herold,  to  an  old  tobacco 
dry  house  or  barn  on  the  farm  of  Richard  H.  Garrett,  near  Port  Royal  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock River.  At  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  26th  they  surrounded 
the  barn  and  ordered  Booth  to  surrender.  Corbett  volunteered  to  go  in  and  bring 
Booth  out,  but  Col. Conger  refused  him.   Conger  then  had  the  barn  set  afire, 
whereupon  Corbett  asked  Lieut.  Doherty  to  let  him  go  in  for  Booth,  but  he  also 
refused.  According  to  his  own  account,  Corbett  saw  Booth  through  the  slats  in 
the  barn  and  feeling  sure  his  commander  would  be  fired  upon,  he  shot  Booth 
through  the  neck,  inflicting  a  wound  which  resulted  in  Booth's  death  four  hours 
later. 

Corbett  was  charged  by  Conger  with  breach  of  military  discipline  "in  firing 
without  Doherty' s  order".   He  was  sent  to  Washington  to  await  court  martial. 
There  he  met  and  talked  with  B.B.  Johnson,  who  reported  the  interview  to  Secretary 
of  War  Stanton.   Corbett  was  taken  before  Stanton,  Assistant  Secretary  Dana,  the 
Adjutant  General,  Johnson,  and  a  Washington  correspondent.   Doherty  testified 
that  Corbett  fired  on  Booth  without  orders,  that  he  was  a  brave  soldier  but  some- 
what impulsive.   Corbett  did  not  deny  this,  only  adding  the  information  about 
his  offers  to  go  in  for  Booth,  which  Doherty  corroborated.   Stanton  then  made 
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this  statement:   "The  rebel  is  dead,  the  patriot  lives.  He  has  saved  us  con- 
tinued excitement,  delay,  and  expense.  The  patriot  is  released."  After  the 
meeting,  Corbett  went  to  Johnson's  house  for  dinner,  then  to  Brady's  to  be  photo- 
graphed. 

Corbett's  official  statement,  according  to  War  Department  records,  reads: 
"  I  saw  Booth  in  the  act  of  stooping  or  springing,  and  concluded  he  was  going 
to  use  his  weapons.   I  immediately  took  steady  aim  upon  him  with  my  revolver  and 
fired,  shooting  him  through  the  neck  and  head.  He  was  then  carried  out  of  the 

barn  before  the  fire  reached  him;  he  was  taken  to  the  piazza  of  the  house 

Lieut.  Doherty  and  the  detective  officers  who  were  in  front  of  the  barn  did  not 
seem  to  know  that  I  had  shot  him,  but  supposed  he  had  shot  himself,  until  I  in- 
formed Lieut.  Doherty  of  the  fact showing  him  my  pistol  which  bore  evidence 

of  the  truth  of  my  statement,  which  was  also  confirmed  by  the  man  placed  at  my 
right  hand  who  saw  it ..... " 

Also  in  the  official  records  is  Leiut.  Doherty' s  testimony  of  Corbett's 

request  to  enter  the  barn,  and  this  statement  by  him:   " I  would  call  the 

attention  of  the  Commanding  General  to  the  efficiency  of  Sergt.  Boston  Corbett, 
Company  L,  l6th  New  York  Cavalry,  who  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  bring  the 
murderers  to  justice.  His  soldierly  qualities  have  been  tested  before  this  oc- 
casion and,  in  my  judgment,  are  second  to  none  in  the  service " 

After  Lincoln's  death,  Congress  offered  a  $75>000  reward  for  the  capture 
of  Booth,  and  many  states  and  cities  offered  rewards  as  well.  All  of  these  were 
later  withdrawn,  except  the  one  offered  by  Congress.  Corbett  received  some  of 
the  reward  money,  although  accounts  of  the  amount  vary  from  about  $1>,600  to 
$2,  IjOO. 

Corbett  next  appears  in  the  news  in  August,  1865*  as  a  volunteer  witness 
at  the  trial  of  Major  Henry  Wirz,  commandant  of  the  Andersonville  prison.  Wirz 
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was  charged  with  atrocities  committed  against  the  prisoners.   Corbett  testified 
that  during  an  unseasonable  spell  of  cold  weather,  he  huddled  with  Wirz's 
hound  dogs  to  keep  warm.  Asked  by  counsel  for  Wirz  why  the  dogs  had  not  bitten 
him  as  they  had  other  prisoners,  Corbett  replied:   "The  same  power  that  kept 
the  lions  from  biting  Daniel  to  pieces  is  the  same  in  whom  I  trust  I" 

After  mustering  out  with  his  regiment  in  August,  1865,  Corbett  returned 
to  work  for  hat  manufacturer  Mason  in  Boston  and  resumed  religious  activities 
at  the  Bromfield  Street  church.  Then  a  new  style  of  hat  came  into  fashion, 
manufactured  in  Danbury,  Connecticut.  Corbett  went  there,  obtained  employment, 
and  went  on  preaching. 

When  Corbett  moved  to  the  Philadelphia  area  is  not  known,  but  a  pass  to 
the  International  Exhibition,  Philadelphia,  May  10-Novembember  10,  I87O,  is  in 
the  Kansas  State  Historical  Society  collection.   It  bears  a  photograph  of  Cor- 
bett, and  attendance  dates  for  most  of  October  have  been  punched  out.   Sometime 
in  I87O,  a  correspondent  for  the  Philadelphia  Sunday  World  interviewed  Corbett. 
He  was  then  living  alone  in  a  small  rundown  house  in  Camden,  New  Jersey.  He 
was  working  at  his  trade  as  a  hatter  in  nearby  Philadelphia.   He  had  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  Methodist  Conference  of  New  Jersey  on  trial  as  a  preacher,  and  was 
assigned  to  mission  work  in  Camden.   In  his  kitchen  were  a  half  dozen  rough 
benches  used  by  the  little  band  of  Methodists  to  whom  he  preached  each  night. 
When  the  reporter  inquired  about  his  unusual  name,  he  held  up  a  testament  with 
the  name  "Boston  Corbett"  printed  on  it  in  black  ink  and  said,  "Young  man,  there 
is  my  name;   the  only  one  I  shall  ever  own.   In  Boston  I  was  converted;   there 
met  my  Redeemer,  and  Boston  is  the  only  name  I  wish  to  be  called  by."  About  the 
shooting  of  Booth,  he  said,  "On  that  eventful  morning  of  my  life,  as  I  shot  the 
assassin  crouched  like  a  savage  beast  in  the  recesses  of  the  barn,  I  felt  I  was 
doing  my  duty  to  God  and  my  country.  Were  the  ghosts  of  twenty  assassins  to  rise 
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against  me,  they  could  not  disturb  a  calm  Christian  spirit." 

About  1876  Corbett  came  to  Kansas,  where  he  acquired  a  soldier's  homestead 
of  eighty  acres  in  hilly  country  near  Concordia,  in  Cloud  County.  He  lived 
there  in  a  dugout.   Some  of  his  neighbors  and  county  officials  thought  he  was 
insane,  as  he  had  several  times  threatened  the  lives  of  a  number  of  people.   It 
is  said  that  one  or  two  attempts  were  made  to  arrest  and  try  him  for  insanity, 
but  he  managed  to  avoid  trial.  He  was  reported  to  have  driven  the  county  as- 
sessor from  his  door,  and  he  threatened  to  shoot  a  United  States'  census  enu-i. 
merator . 

With  the  prospect  of  a  job  in  Topeka,  Corbett  was  enabled  to  travel  there 
when  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Post  in  Concordia  bought  him  a  suit  of 
clothes  and  contributed  money  for  the  trip.   On  the  way,  he  threatened  the  lives 
of  county  officials  who  were  his  fellow  passengers.   On  January  13,  1887,  Cor- 
bett was  nominated  by  General  T.T.  Taylor  of  Hutchinson  to  be  third  assistant 
doorkeeper  of  the  Kansas  House  of  Representatives.   The  motion  was  seconded  by 
Geroge  W.  Knapp,  of  Cloud  County,  and  Mr.  Glass,  of  Marshall  County,  after  Mr. 
Glass  reported  that  the  democrats  had  no  nominations  to  make.   He  was  then 
unanimously  elected.   Newspaper  stories  say  that  when  Knapp  identified  Corbett 
as  the  man  who  shot  Booth  and  related  that  he  was  in  poor  circumstances,  all  of 
the  other  candidates  were  withdrawn.  Although  it  was  not  brought  out  in  the 
House,  some  people  had  misgivings  about  Corbett' s  election.  An  ex -member  of  the 
House  from  Cloud  County  predicted  that  Corbett  would  kill  somebody  before  the 
end  of  the  session. 

At  this  time,  Corbett  was  55  years  old,  of  small  stature,  and  wore  a 
moustache  and  beard.  He  was  said  to  be  peculiar  enough  in  dress  and  manner  to 
attract  attention  in  any  gathering.  Nevertheless,  for  a  while  he  faithfully 
carried  out  his  duties  in  the  House,  and  seemed  to  take  pleasure  in  the  atten- 
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tion  he  attracted.  He  was  always  willing  to  tell  his  story,  repeating  that  he 
was  inspired  by  God  to  kill  Booth.  On  January  19th,  1887,  he  wrote  an  account 
of  it  to  one  J.B.  Hoover,  who  had  inquired  about  his  experience. 

About  February  1st  or  2nd,  1887,  according  to  Mrs.  L.W.  Moore,  295  Jeffer- 
son Street,  a^  whose  house  he  had  been  staying,  he  came  home  very  excited  and 
said  that  three  men  had  threatened  his  life  for  having  killed  Booth.   He  took 
his  old  army  cartridge  belt  and  a  .38-caliber  revolver  from  his  trunk  and  wore 
them  from  then  on.   He  also  began  to  attend  meetings  at  the  Salvation  Army  bar- 
racks, 505  Kansas  Avenue,  regularly  marching  and  preaching  there. 

On  the  morning  of  February  15th,  before  the  House  convened,  Corbett 
threatened  Benjamin  Williams  and  "Wilcox,  two  of  his  fellow  doorkeepers.   Con- 
fronting them  with  his  revolver,  he  declared  he  would  shoot  them.  They  left 
hastily  with  Corbett  following,  but  they  managed  to  escape.  When  Major  Norton, 
the  sergeant -at -arms,  heard  of  the  incident,  he  went  out  to  talk  to  Corbett,  who 
was  sweeping  the  stairway.   Corbett  pointed  the  revolver  at  Norton,  telling  him 
to  leave  or  he  would  put  a  hole  in  him.   Then  he  took  his  post  in  the  west  gal- 
lery and  was  quiet  for  an  hour  or  two,  until  a  reporter  from  the  Topeka  Journal 
tried  to  interview  him.  Again,  Corbett  took  out  the  gun  and  threatened  to  shoot, 
and  the  reporter  "suddenly  remembered  that  the  law  was  very  severe  on  reporters 
who  interviewed  cranks,"  as  he  put  it,  and  made  a  hasty  departure. 

At  noon  Mr.  Conrad,  the  representative  from  Nemaha  County,  passed  by.   Cor- 
bett mistook  him  for  Speaker  Smith,  whom  he  closely  resembled,  pointed  the  gun 
at  him,  and  said,  "If  you  arrest  me  I'll  shoot  you."  Police  were  finally  called, 
and  as  Corbett  was  leaving  the  state  house  to  have  dinner  he  was  arrested  by 
police,  led  by  John  W.  Gardiner,  132  N.  Quincy  Avenue.   He  was  relieved  of  his 
gun  and  a  knife,  and  was  taken  to  the  station  house.   He  was  excited  all  day. 
During  the  afternoon  his  benefactor,  Mr.  Knapp  came  to  visit  him.   Corbett  told 
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him,  "I  never  want  to  see  you  again,  until  I  appear  at  the  judgement  bar  of 
Heaven  to  testify  against  you  and  send  your  soul  to  Hell." 

That  afternoon,  the  House  passed  a  resolution  discharging  Corbett  as  door- 
keeper. 

On  February  l6th,  he  was  taken  to  the  court  of  Probate  Judge  A.B.  Quint on 
for  an  Inquiry  in  Lunacy.  He  appeared  before  a  jury  composed  of  R.  Blago; 
David  E.  Davis,  1122  Prospect  Avenue,  a  clerk;  J.F.  Carter;  William  H.  Gill, 
jailor  at  the  county  jail;  W.L.  Gordon;  and  William  S.  Lindsay,  physician  juror 
and  a  former  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Topeka  Insane  Asylum. *  '   He  was 
adjudged  insane  and  a  Steward's  Warrant  was  issued  ordering  asylum  officials  to 
receive  him.   In  the  record,  Dr.  Lindsay  attributes  the  cause  of  Corbett' s  in- 
sanity to  confinement  at  Andersonville  prison  during  the  Civil  War.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Topeka  Insane  Asylum  the  same  day,  and  was  examined  by  Dr.  Lowell 
F.  Wentworth,  the  assistant  superintendent. 

He  was  a  difficult  patient  during  1887.   He  believed  that  his  conffnement 
was  the  result  of  persecution,  fraud,  and  conspiracy.   He  charged  Cloud  County 
officials,  his  benefactor  Knapp,  and  the  officers  of  the  asylum  with  a  plot  to 
secure  his  property.   On  one  occasion  in  March,  a  special  attendant  assigned  to 
watch  him  at  dinner  time  left  his  post.   Corbett  seized  a  knife  and  attacked 
him,  but  was  disarmed  before  any  harm  could  be  done.  He  thought  that  all  mis- 
fortunes, such  as  accidents  which  occurred  at  the  hospital,  were  judgements 
rendered  on  account  of  the  persecutions  against  him.   In  May,  he  claimed  that 
all  officials  were  members  of  a  secret  society  engaged  in  undermining  his  health 
by  poisoning  his  food  and  drink. 

(l)  Radges  Topeka  City  Directory,  1887-88,  lists  four  Carters  with  the  initial 
J.   It  is  most  likely  that  the  one  on  this  jury  was  John,  a  city  marshal.   There 
are  two  W.L.  Gordons  listed:  William  L. ,  1+01  Western,  a  labor  agent  for  the 
Atchison,  Topeka,  and  Santa  Fe  railroad,  and  Wilson  L. ,  229  Van  Buren,  a  capi- 
talist.  The  R.  Blago  was  probably  Richard  J.  Blago,  1100  Tyler,  a  carpenter. 
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In  June  or  July  he  was  visited  by  Richard  Thatcher,  superintendent  of  the 
city  schools  of  Neodesha,  Kansas.   Thatcher  was  a  highly  respected  teacher  and 
president  of  his  county  teachers'  association,  who  had  been  a  fellow  prisoner 
with  Corbett  at  Andersonville.  He  did  not  believe  Corbett  was  insane.  After 
talking  with  him,  Thatcher  went  to  the  office  of  Probate  Judge  Quinton  and  per- 
suaded the  judge  to  issue  an  unconditional  discharge  for  Corbett.  This  was  done 
without  consulting  the  asylum  authorities.  By  chance,  the  judge  had  occasion 
to  get  in  touch  with  asylum  officials.  He  mentioned  the  order,  and  after  some 
discussion  it  was  rescinded. 

In  May  of  1888  Corbett  was  unusually  excited  and  violent.   He  made  threats 
on  the  life  of  Governor  Martin  and  other  state  officials.  At  8:00  AM  on  May 
26th  he  was  out  in  front  of  "C"  ward  with  a  group  of  inmates  forming  for  the 
usual  walk.   Near  the  group  was  a  fence  where  a  pony  belonging  to  Philip  East- 
man, the  superintendent's  son,  was  hitched.   Corbett  slipped  to  one  side  of  the 
group,  suddenly  leaped  on  the  pony,  and  rode  off  in  the  direction  of  the  city. 

Because  of  his  recent  threats  to  the  Governor,  two  attendants  were  sent 
at  once  to  the  state  house.  When  Governor  Martin  was  told  that  he  would  pro- 
bably be  Corbett' s  first  victim,  he  remarked,  "Oh,  I  guess  not.   Boston  isn't 
going  to  hurt  anybody."  A  number  of  men  searched  the  surrounding  countryside 
for  Corbett  all  day  without  result.   After  a  police  search  of  Topeka,  it  was 
decided  that  he  did  not  enter  the  city.   It  was  assumed  that  he  had  gone  off  to 
his  soldier  homestead  in  Cloud  County.   Judge  George  A.  Huron,  of  Huron  and 
Davis,  attorneys,  513  Kansas  Avenue,  issued  a  broadside  supporting  this  theory. 
It  described  Corbett  and  gave  instructions  for  his  apprehension. 

The  first  word  about  Corbett 's  whereabouts  came  from  a  livery  man  near 
Neodesha,  over  a  hundred  miles  away.  The  man  telegraphed  to  Governor  Martin 
that  he  had  the  pony  used  in  the  escape  and  would  turn  it  over  to  any  autho- 
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rized  person.  He  was  informed  that  someone  would  be  sent  for  the  pony.  Asked 
if  he  knew  where  Corbett  was,  he  replied,  "In  Washington  or  Mexico."  Putting 
together  the  fact  of  Thatcher's  visit  and  the  location  of  the  pony,  there  seems 
little  doubt  that  Corbett  turned  to  his  friend  of  prison  days  for  help  in  his 
getaway. 

Then  followed  an  exchange  of  letters  in  the  Topeka  newspapers.  The  first 
letter  came  from  Thatcher,  on  June  Uth  in  the  Topeka  Capital.   He  expressed 
gratification  over  Corbett fs  escape.   "I  learned  of  it  before  I  saw  anything  in 
the  paper.  How  I  learned  of  it  is  no  man's  business,"  he  said.  Proclaiming 
Corbett 's  good  intentions,  he  repeated  as  his  own  belief  all  of  the  paranoid 
accusations  made  by  Corbett  during  his  stay  at  the  asylum.   Corbett,  he  said, 
wished  to  leave  the  United  States,  as  "he  did  not  wish  to  live  in  a  country  that 
would  allow  such  an  outrage  to  be  perpetrated  on  a  soldier  who  has  spent  the 
best  part  of  his  life  defending  the  old  flag,  and  who  had  avenged  the  assas- 
ination  of  so  great  a  man  as  our  wonderful  President  Lincoln."  He  accused  the 
asylum  administration  of  being  rotten,  and  made  an  impassioned  plea  to  ali  ex- 
soldiers  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  for  Corbett 's  freedom. 

Jacob  Stotler,  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of ^Charities,  defended  the 
asylum  in  the  Topeka  Capital.  He  called  Thatcher  a  victim  of  the  itch  for 
notoriety.  He  demanded  proof  of  the  asylum's  mismanagement.  He  offered  full 
cooperation  in  any  investigation.   "In  the  meantime,  God  pity  the  Neodesha 
schools,"  he  concluded. 

George  W.  Knapp,  representative  of  the  75"th  district,  related  the  circum- 
stances of  his  support  for  Corbett  as  doorkeeper.   He  added  that  he  and  V.B. 
Shafer,  commander  of  the  Concordia  GAR  Post,  went  to  calm  Corbett  during  the 
incident  which  led  to  his  arrest,  and  that  with  great  difficulty  he  prevented 
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Corbett  from  shooting  Shafer. 

From  here  on  nothing  more  is  heard  of  Corbett' s  whereabouts,  and  he  leaves 
us  in  flesh  and  spirit,  but  not  in  print.   Impostors  have  appeared  in  enough 
quantity  to  make  Corbett  a  legend  in.  a  very  short  time,  and  variations  of  his 
story  continue  to  appear  in  the  press. 

A  man  turned  up  in  San  Angelo,  Texas,  in  1905,  saying  he  was  Corbett.   He 
said  he  had  worked  as  a  travelling  salesman  for  a  Topeka  patent  medicine  company 
since  escaping  from  the  asylum.   John  Gardiner,  the  police  sergeant,  George  A. 
Huron,  Corbett ' s  guardian,  and  one  William  Thatcher,  Oklahoma  Territory,  a  for- 
mer fellow  patient  at  the  asylum,  all  went  to  San  Angelo  to  identify  him.  He 
bore  no  resemblance  to  Corbett,  and  they  stayed  to  testify  at  his  trial  for 
fraud.   He  was  sent  to  Atlanta  for  three  years  at  hard  labor. 

A  writer  who  says  he  knew  Corbett  wrote  an  article  for  a  western  magazine. 
He  says  he  has  the  answer  to  the  puzzle;  he  wrote  that  a  man  who  was  "undoubtedly" 
Corbett  sank  in  a  sandbar  in  the  Kaw  and  perished,  not  two  miles  from  the  Topeka 
Asylum. 

A  local  newspaper  quoted  somebody  else  as  saying  that  the  probate  judge 
in  the  Corbett  case  was  none  other  than  Charles  Curtis,  later  U.S.  senator  from 
Kansas.  And  so  it  goes. 

This  writer  believes  the  account  given  here  is  as  close  to  the  facts  as 
possible  from  the  available  research  material  and  so,  at  least  temporarily,  he 
closes  his  books.   Boston  Corbett,  who  stirred  up  so  many  vivid  imaginations, 
as  did  Stanton  and  Baker  and  other  Civil  War  personalities  he  was  associated 
with,  continues  to  exercise  a  magnetic  appeal  to  the  historically  minded. 
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INSANE   MAN   ESCAPED. 


■  .'.  Toi-kka,  Kansas.  May  t2(»,  1888. 
J)kau  Sih:    . 

BOSTON  (X)RBKTT,  mi  ih.Hanc  man,  escaped  from  tlio 
Insane  Asylum  at  Topeka  this  morning,  and  is  supposed 
to  be  heading  for  Cloud  County,  lie  is;  about  55  years 
of  age:  about,  5  feet,  1  inches  high;  lias  plucked  all  his 
beard  out  down  to  the lower  .'part  of  his  ears;  lias  gray 
chin  whiskers  and  moustache ;  gray  hair,  cut  'square  at 
bottom,  and  parts  his  hair  in  the  middle ;  he  wore  a  dark 
jeans  suit,  and  black. soft  hat ;  and  was  riding  a  bay  or 
sorrel  pony  with  a  boy \s  saddle.  < 

He  is  regarded  as  a  dangerous  man,  but  was  un- 
armed when  he  escaped.  If  he,  comes  your  way  arrest 
him  and  return  him  to  the  Asylum  at  once,  or 'tele- 
graph Or.  B.  1).  K\st.ma.n\  Superintendent  Insane  Asy- 
lum, Topeka.  for  orders. 

(i.  A.  HURON, 

Guardian  Boston  Cokhktt. 
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Text  surrounding  picture  reads:  International  Exhibition 
Philad»a  May  lOthot 6   November  10th,  I87O 

Dates  punched  out,  presumably  for  attendance,  are: 
©ctober  Ij.  -  7,  incl 
October  9  -21,  incl, 
October  23  -  28,  incl 

The  8th  and  22nd  were  Satrudays 
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